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WISBOROUGH GREEN  
BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 
Saturday 4th January - 1:30pm.  Oxalic Acid treatment and distribution at the apiary. 
 
WINTER MEETINGS  
To be held at the North Hall, Loxwood, the start time is 7:30pm 
 
.Tuesday 28th January - ‘Purifying & Maximising Your Wax Crop’.  Workshop with 
Andy Willis from Southampton. 
 
Tuesday 25th February - ‘Alternative Hives’.  Jim Norfolk and beekeepers from West 
Sussex. 
 
Saturday 8th March - ‘Beginners’ & Improvers’ Day’.  Pulborough Village Hall.  See 
inside for details. 
 
COUNTY MEETING 
 
Saturday 22nd February - ‘West Sussex BKA Annual Convention’.  See details in this 
month’s West Sussex County Newsletter. 
 
 * Membership Subscriptions due 31st December - see last page* 
 
To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 
to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings. 

 
 
01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 
01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 
01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 
01403 752493 sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 
01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 
01403 752493 grahammt@tiscali.co.uk  
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JANUARY 2014 

Happy New Year 



 

‘PATTERSON IN PRINT’ first appeared in January 2005 because Derek 

Yates, then newsletter editor, was short of material and I thought it 

would help fill up a bit of space.  I didn’t expect to be boring so many 

people for so long!  I did say at the time that if anyone didn’t want it, 

to complain to the Chairman.  That still goes, but of course we have a 

different Chairman now. 
 

In reading back there are a few interesting things I mentioned:- 

 I had recently had an operation on my back that had cured a problem I had for over 30 years. 

Those who were members at the time will remember me getting locked into one position and not 

being able to move. 

 I made reference to a pumpkin-growing competition we used to have at the supper.  I got 

some mammoth pumpkin seeds, two of which were given to members to grow.  They brought 

the heaviest along to the supper for the weigh-in that carried a prize.  The seeds of the winner 

were used for distributing the following year.  This was good fun and was run for several years. 

Yes, we also had a prize for the smallest.  Apparently there was a suggestion that 2 seeds weren’t 

enough, so we increased it to 6 and someone else wanted cultivation instructions!  I can’t re-

member anyone asking for slug pellets. 

 I wrote an occasional page on beekeeping for the West Sussex Gazette, which was sometimes 

used in their sister papers.  In general things went well, as long as I made sure they didn’t use 

their own source of photographs! 

 WSBKA ran a honey festival for about 3 years at Manor Nursery, Runcton, Chichester.  This 

was very successful and provided us with an opportunity to show beekeeping to the general pub-

lic. 

     There was a TV programme about Andrew Abrahams who is the only beekeeper on the Scot-

tish island of Colonsay.  I have since got to know him well and he is responsible for the Scottish 

Government declaring Colonsay a reserve for native honey bees, Apis mellifera mellifera.  It is 

now illegal to keep any other sub-species there.  He has spent many hours dealing with the au-

thorities, who had initially told him sanctuary status was impossible to achieve. Through tireless  
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lobbying and gaining support he has achieved what many others would have given up on.  Con-

sidering he has to make a living as an oyster fisherman, I think he has done extremely well.  This 

will be a good source of genetic material for the future. 

     The apiary was about to be set up where it currently is and there was an appeal for volun-
teers.  Interestingly the weather in November and December had been too mild to move the 
bees the few hundred yards from the middle of Dounhurst where they had been for about 20 
years. 
 
It is occasionally interesting to look back, in this case to remember what happened over 130 

‘PATTERSON IN PRINT’ ago.  It would be interesting to know how many of you were with us then. 

Whilst writing this I have had a fairly lengthy email come in from a beginner in Limerick who has 

found me by looking at Dave Cushman’s website.  From his email I suspect he hasn’t joined a bee-

keeping association.  I mention this because he is asking the sort of questions I was asked before 

we set up the more structured way we recommend beekeepers to start locally.  His queries in-

clude hive ventilation during winter, the confusion caused by reading several accounts of making 

an artificial swarm and that he has bought bees in both National and Commercial hives, so how 

can he arrange it so he only uses National.  I have heard all three of these questions on many oc-

casions and they are all subject to variations and differing opinions.  No doubt you will have seen 

the letter in December’s BBKA News about two different views in the same issue on opening 

colonies during the winter.  That was prompted by an unconnected comment in the same issue 

by me.  Beekeeping is very variable and any advice should be relevant to a particular situation. 

One of my gripes with modern teaching is there seems to be a view that all you need do is pro-

vide a ‘training manual’ and no more.  This just creates a ’one size fits all’ mentality that doesn’t 

work.  When I finish this I will answer the email and I hope he understands my humour.  He must 

be a good sort because he has asked to buy a copy of my book!  That’s two sold now and 3,481 

given away! 

 

I have said on a number of occasions that in 66 years of existence we have only had four chair-

men.  The first was Miss Rosamund Heath of Ebernoe House, who was chairman from when WG 

was formed in 1947 until her death in 1970.  In looking online for information about Ebernoe, I 

came across some information about her that can be found here www.jjhc.info/

heathrosamund1970.htm.  There was no reference to her beekeeping, so I sent off a bit of what I 

knew.  Interestingly she is referred to as Rosamond, something I pointed out, but in family docu-

ments it appears that she was Rosamond in earlier life, then changed to Rosamund later.  That is 

the first time I have seen the former, I believe her gravestone states the latter. 



 

As I have already told you in a previous issue I’m involved with organising a conference in Llangol-

len 26-28 September next.  There are already over 20 speakers who have indicated they will at-

tend, some who are not normally heard here.  I can’t give the list yet, but I quote from one of the 

other organisers, ’That's an impressive line-up so far’.  Full details haven’t been released yet, but 

you can keep up to date by looking here www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bibba-50th-anniversary-

conference-sicamm-biennial-conference-2014-tickets-8429168871?aff=eorg  or here  

www.dave-cushman.net/bee/bibbaconference2014.html 

 

I know I will be accused of being biased, but it is looking to be the best programme of any event 

in my time in beekeeping, with something for everyone.  I wouldn’t want anyone to miss it by 

saying they didn’t know, so I hope I’m forgiven for mentioning it in the future, because I’m going 

to! 

 
Roger 

 

As mentioned in last month’s newsletter, the division will again 
be making oxalic acid solution available to members free of 
charge.   
 
The bees at the teaching apiary will be treated on Saturday 4th 
January starting at 1:30pm.  This is a good opportunity for 
members unfamiliar with the procedure to see for themselves what 
is involved and to observe and help with this important anti-
Varroa treatment of our apiary bees. 
 
Those who have pre-ordered oxalic acid solution from Tom may collect from the apiary at the 
same time.  Please remember to bring your own plastic container (ideal) or glass container with 
plastic lid. 
 



 

A REPEAT OF LAST MONTH’S ARTICLE.  JOHN IS WAITING TO HEAR FROM YOU. 
 

We will be continuing with the Winter Learning sessions again this 

year.  For those who are new to beekeeping and a reminder to those 

who aren’t, we have a number of topics that are discussed throughout a 

full day.  The content varies depending on the experience and knowl-

edge of the attendees.  The format is the same as previously.  A slide is 

put on the screen and someone is asked a question.  If they can’t answer it we move on to the next 

person, but if they can answer it we may elaborate on it.  Nobody is made to look a fool, that isn’t 

the purpose.  The idea is that we all learn, but it gives everyone a clue on what they need to study 

before the season starts. 
 

The groups are ideally limited to no more than 12 people, so it is a small chatty group.  If you 

haven’t been before, just speak to someone who has.  If you would like to attend please contact 

John Glover glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com stating if you can make midweek or weekend.  

We also need hosts, so if you have a room that will take 10-12 people that is suitable for projector 

and screen please tell John.  The sooner you can let him know, the sooner John can get things 

fixed up. 
 

Roger 
 

 

 
Do you live in the Plaistow area?  Would you be prepared to help a member with their colony of 
bees? 
 
If any member is looking for an out-apiary and would like to keep their bees in the member’s field 
please get in touch with me in the first instance.  In exchange the member would appreciate help 
with lifting....or even to take over the management of their colony.  
 
 

Graham 



 

Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 
 
There was no article from me in the December newsletter, and so for my opening lines I refer back 
to the article I wrote for the November issue.  At that time I had noticed my bees were still busy 
collecting pollen, but wondered for how much longer.  Well, with the recent wet weather the bees 
haven’t been flying much this week!  The air remains relatively mild, with not many days of cold 
‘bee clustering’ temperatures.  This means the bees may be consuming their stores at a faster rate 
than other years, and it is important to keep a check on our hives. 
 
One of my colonies is over-wintering on a double brood chamber, which means it is far too heavy 
for me to use the ‘hefting’ method to gauge the amount of stores available.  As a precaution I put 
fondant directly over the feed holes in the crown board on 10th December.  This will then be read-
ily available to the bees should they need it.   
 
I use clear plastic tubs filled with approximately 600 grams of fondant, and place 
a tub upside-down over each of the feed holes in the crown board (having re-
moved the lid from the tub!). You can see the bees within the tubs and how much 
fondant they have consumed.  It is easy to replace the tubs as they are emptied.  I 
did this with both my colonies on one of the cooler but dry days, when the tem-
perature was 6.5 degrees.  In the stronger colony, with the double brood chamber, 
I could see the bees on the top bars; but in the smaller colony there wasn’t a bee 
in sight.  I lifted the roof of each hive on 19th December (during a brief respite from the rain) and 
the bees were feeding on the fondant, but had not taken much.  I will continue to check and replen-
ish if required. 
 
The other beekeeping task we consider at this time of year, that directly involves the bees within 
the hive, is the application of Oxalic Acid.  Tom gave details of the planned distribution to WG 
members in December’s newsletter; and subsequent email to those members who requested the 
solution to treat their own hives.  Oxalic Acid is toxic to humans and Tom has already suggested 
precautions to be taken when using the solution.   
 
I have an Oxalic Acid ‘kit’ that I use each year, keeping every-
thing safely stored and out of harms way.  The ‘kit’ consists of a 
syringe, a pair of marigold gloves, disposable gloves, and two 
suitable plastic containers for the Oxalic Acid; a one pint milk 
container, and an empty vitamin pill canister. The pill canister 
has a neck wide enough for the syringe, which makes filling the 

syringe easy (and for two hives eas-
ily holds the entire supply of the 
solution).  Oxalic Acid is hazardous 
and, therefore, both the plastic con-
tainers have been marked clearly to this effect, using permanent 
marker pen.  All the items are then placed in a plastic box, which in a 
previous life contained a first aid kit (please note that it is not im-
perative for your kit to be sponsored by a car manufacturer!). 
 

 

 



Novice beekeepers who have not yet experienced the use of Oxalic Acid may like to make them-
selves a similar kit in preparation for the collection day in January.  With Christmas fast approach-
ing, and the usual abundance of chocolates, there may well be a ready supply of plastic boxes / 
tubs to hold your own personal Oxalic Acid kit. 
 
This leads me onto another example of non-standard beekeeping equipment that I have, and that 
you may like to add to your Christmas ‘wish list’.  This item has proved to be invaluable through-
out the beekeeping season, but is especially so when undertaking the spring cleaning of hives. 
 
We all know how much wax and propolis can accumulate on the top bars of frames, as well as all 
the other hive components.  Usually a hive tool is used to scrape away the build-up of wax from 
the frames and the edges of the brood box.  Unless you are an expert like Roger, it can be tricky 
cleaning the tops of the frames; invariably involving a gouge in the wood or your own hand, and 
even the unfortunate decapitation of a bee!  However, I have a little ‘tool’ that makes the task so 
much easier and quicker, with no injury to bees or beekeeper.   
 
The tool is manufactured from a patented resin and can be used on most surfaces.  It is also dish-
washer safe.  It is sold under the trade name of ‘The Skrapr’ and described as ‘the ultimate surface 
scraper’.  As I don’t work for the BBC, I can tell you that I purchased it from the Lakeland Store.   

 
The pack I purchased has two sizes, with the 
smaller tool being exactly the same width as 
the top bar of a frame.  It effortlessly glides 
through wax and even propolis gives way to 
it’s persuasive blade.  I have cleaned all the top 
bars within a brood chamber easily; with a 
slow, smooth forward motion of the arm, while 
the bees calmly got out of the way.  The tool 
also fits into the recess  of the brood box or su-
per, enabling me to clean alongside the castel-
lated spacers.  The larger tool is similar in size 
to a hive tool, and is great for cleaning crown 
boards and the inner walls of brood chambers 
or supers.  Or you could use it in the kitchen! 
 

The pack contains a small sanding disk for re-sharpening the edge of ‘The Skrapr’, but as yet I 
have had no need to use this. 
 
I am unable, however, to take the credit for finding this wonderful invention and commandeering 
it for beekeeping use.  Another WG member mentioned it over tea one afternoon at the Dounhurst 
Apiary.  I am grateful to Mel Robertson for telling me about ‘The Skrapr’ and where to buy it.  
This is another example of the resourcefulness of beekeepers and how readily we all share our 
knowledge to help each other.  It also shows how useful it is to attend the apiary meetings, not 
only for the excellent knowledge and instruction provided by Roger and all the demonstrators, but 
also for the many little useful snippets of information you hear while enjoying a cuppa and slice of 
cake.  So look out for the Apiary meeting dates in future newsletters and make the effort to attend 
as many as possible  - it’s fun! 
 
Wishing you all a happy and successful beekeeping New Year. 
 
Caroline 

 



 

Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping 
experiences you would like to share, please supply articles and photographs for the 
February edition no later than the 20th January.   
 
 
Graham 

 
Our annual event is now in its ninth year.  This one day course will 
take place on Saturday  8th March in Pulborough Village Hall to pro-
vide information to beginners as well as those wishing to improve 
their beekeeping.   
 

The presentations will be by very experienced Wisborough Green 
beekeepers with other members available during break times to pro-
vide advice and information. 
 

Further information and Booking Form can be found on the Wisborough Green BKA’s website 
www.wgbka.org.uk/Events_Diary.html and there is a special discount for Wisborough Green 
members.   
 
Contact Roger Patterson 01403 790637, mobile 07976 306492 oe email  
roger-patterson@btconnect.com for course details, or Gordon Allan 01798 343470, email 
petworthgordon@btopenworld.com to book. 
 

 
 

 

 

Your last opportunity to renew your membership of WGBKA and enjoy a further year of ‘fun’ 
beekeeping in great company.   
 
Membership of Wisborough Green BKA also gives you membership of West Sussex BKA and the 
British Beekeepers’ Association as well as providing third party insurance (essential when you’re 
collecting those swarms) and insurance for your equipment through BDI.  
  
So, if you have not already done so renew NOW - a membership form is available at the end of 
this newsletter. 



WISBOROUGH GREEN BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP / RENEWAL FORM: 2014  
Please complete ONE FORM PER BBKA MEMBER.                           

1, Membership Categories 

BBKA Registered Member (made up of BBKA  sub £17, BDI £2, WSBKA levy £1, WGBKA membership £7)             -  £ 27.00 
  Includes £5 million Third Party Liability Insurance, BBKA News monthly, BDI for up to 3 hives and WGBKA Newsletters by email 
only. 
BBKA Partner Member (at same address, as above but no separate mailings; both have BBKA website access) -  £ 21.20 
BBKA Country Member (for non-beekeepers, no insurances/BDI but all mailings, email newsletters etc.)              -  £ 16.50 
BBKA Junior Member (under 18 - full membership as for Registered Member; must have associated adult)               -  £ 14.00 
Associate Member (WGBKA membership for beekeepers who are BBKA members through another Association) -  £   7.00 
Family Member (relatives of a full member, no specific benefits or insurances. Names to be listed on form)               -  £   0.50 
Social Member (WGBKA only, no BBKA, no bees, gets email WGBKA newsletter & welcome at meetings)               -  £   7.00 
 
2. Newsletters are sent by email.  If you don’t have email, or for any other reason wish to receive printed newsletters by 
post, there is an additional charge of £10.00 towards postage and printing costs. 
 
3. Bee Diseases Insurance (BDI)  
‘BBKA Registered’, ‘BBKA Partner’ & ‘BBKA Junior’ membership automatically includes BDI for 3 colonies. 
Extra BDI is payable if you reach a higher number at any stage in the season. Insurance is invalid unless ALL colonies are 
insured. The additional cost, depending on your anticipated maximum number of colonies, is:- 
for 4 - 5 colonies  add a further £2.00;   for 6 – 10 add £5.25;    for 11 - 15 add £7.75;    for 16 - 20 add £9.50;   
for  21 – 25 add  £11.10;  if you expect to have more than 25 please ask (don’t forget to allow for swarms etc.).  
 
Data Protection - Options:     

On payment of membership, and as a condition of WSBKA membership, your details will be passed to the Regional 
Bee Inspector at FERA for inclusion on BeeBase (the National Bee Unit’s secure database), BBKA and/or BDI for circu-
lars and insurance cover etc. They undertake not to sell or otherwise disclose your details to any third party (registered 
with and in compliance with The Data Protection Act).  

Your details will also be used for our local 2014 Members List which will be sent to all Wisborough Green 
BKA members unless you tick the box here to be excluded.………………..….………………………… [      ] 
 
 
I apply for membership/renewal of Wisborough Green Beekeepers’ Association, as follows:- 

Membership in ……………………………….category (see above) with email Newsletters                              £ .........'…... 
If you require printed Newsletters BY POST  - add £10.00                                         £ .........'…... 
I anticipate having a maximum of …… colonies in 2014 so add extra BDI of     (see above)                 £ .........'…... 
Donation to Wisbrough Green Division Funds at your discretion                                 £ .........'…... 
Donation to BBKA Research Fund (£5 suggested) ** see explanation below                  £ .........'…...  
 

  Total enclosed / paid by bank transfer (see below for payment methods)                             £ .........'…... 
 
               Title/First name/ Surname:   .................................................................................................................... 

 
Address  :       .......................................................................................................................................... 
 
        ................................................................................ Post Code :   ...........................................                
Home Phone :   ............................................................Mobile: …………………………………………… 
 
E-Mail (for newsletters and notices)..………............................................................................................ 

                           
      Cheques payable to ‘WSBKA Wisborough Green Division’ and send to:- 

Gordon Allan, Stone House, High Street, PETWORTH, West Sussex, GU28 0AU (Tel: 01798 343470)         
      Bank transfer.:  Account name:  West Sussex Beekeepers Association-Wisborough Green Div 

Sort code:  20-42-58:   Account number:  90086460 
 

** At the BBKA ADM in January 2012, a resolution was passed that “BBKA invites all its members to pay an annual dona-
tion of £5.00 to the BBKA Research Fund collected by the Area Associations”. 


